count of diffei-ence of Opinion. He said, " If they do but fear God, work righteousness, and keep his commandments, we have nothing to object to." He preached again on Tuesday Evening, but I was out of Town with Mr. Francis all day, holding a Court Baron.....
I remain, &c.,
H. C. R
1793.
On the 8th of January in this year died my dear mother, an excellent woman I firmly believe, though without any superiority of mind or attainments. Her worth lay in the warmth of her domestic affections, and in her unaffected simple piety. After fifty-two years I think of her with unabated esteem and regard.
1794.
Among my Colchester acquaintance there is one man of great ability whom I recollect with pleasure, though I was but slightly acquainted with him. This is Ben Strutt. He was a self-educated man, but having been clerk to a provincial barrister, the Recorder of the town, where he had a great deal of leisure, he had become a hard reader and so acquired a great deal of knowledge. He was a man of literature and art, and without being an attorney knew a great deal of law. He was a sort of agent to country gentlemen, particularly in elections. He published an edition of the poems of Collins, whom he praised and declared to be much superior to Gray. And I think (though I have lost the book) that it contains additional stanzas by himself to the Ode on Superstition. Strutt also painted in oil, and was skilful as a mechanic. I recollect once having a peep into his bedroom, in which were curious figures and objects which I beheld with some of the awe of ignorance. I looked up to him, and his words made an impression on me. One or two I recollect. When I went to Colchester I was very desirous of studying, but I had no one to direct me, and therefore followed the routine practice and advice given to all clerks. I bought a huge folio volume to be filled with precedents, and copied therein my articles of clerkship. One evening I was writing very industriously in this volume when Ben Strutt came in. " I 'm sorry to see you so lazy, young gentleman ! " "Lazy ! I think I 'm very industrious." " You do ? Well now> whatr ever you think, let me tell you that your writing in thai; book
